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1. A method of providing a software-based solution for an enterprise, comprising: 

selecting a blueprint from a plurality of blueprints, wherein each of said plurality of 
blueprints comprises information relating to a particular field, said blueprint being selected 
based on a first field in which the enterprise operates; 

selecting or creating functional components based on said blueprint; 

providing documentation within at least one functional component, wherein the 
documentation specifies a relationship between at least two functional components, thereby 
enabling traceability between the at least two functional components; 

creating the software-based solution based on the functional components; and 

deploying the software-based solution in an infrastructure of the enterprise. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the relationship is between a first element of a first 
functional component and a second element. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the second element is within a second functional component. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the relationship is represented in software. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein providing documentation further comprises providing a 
software component that performs tracing between a first element at a first abstraction level 
within the blueprint to a second element at a second abstraction level within the blueprint. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising embodying the relationship in the form of 
electronic data. 

7. The method of claim 5, further comprising inferring the relationship from a second 
relationship that is embodied in pre-existing data. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein providing documentation further comprises specifying a 
relationship that establishes said traceability between a plurality of modeling languages. 
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9. The method of claim 8 5 wherein said traceability is established by way of a meta-meta model. 



10. The method of claim 1, wherein providing documentation further comprises transforming a 
blueprint model between two modeling tools, two development tools, or a modeling tool and a 
development tool. 

1 1 The method of claim 1 5 further comprising associating a requirement with a portion of a 
model in the blueprint other than a system requirement model. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the information is arranged in an artifact, and wherein 
providing documentation further comprises, specifying a relationship that enables an association 
between an unstructured artifact and a structured artifact. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein providing documentation further comprises using a 
standard to quantify and structure a non-structured artifact so an element within the non- 
structured artifact can be linked to an element of a structured artifact. 

14. The method of claim 1, wherein the relationship is between a plurality of unstructured data, 
thereby enabling traceability between the plurality of unstructured data 

15. A method of facilitating the design of a software-based solution comprising: 

receiving a selection of a blueprint from a plurality of blueprints, each of said plurality of 
blueprints comprising first information that relates to a particular field, said blueprint being 
selected based on a first field in which an enterprise operates; 

receiving second information relating to a reason for, or goal of, the creation or selection 
of one or more functional components based on said blueprint; 

receiving third information relating to a reason for, or goal of, a decision made in the 
creation of the software-based solution based on the functional components; and 

providing documentation of the software-based solution based on at least one of said 
second information and said third information, wherein the documentation specifies a traceable 
relationship between at least two elements of the one or more functional components. 
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16. The method of claim 15 ; wherein providing documentation further comprises using a 
software component to represent traceability between the at least two elements, wherein a first 
element is at a first abstraction level within the blueprint and a second element is at a second 
abstraction level within the blueprint. 

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising embodying the relationship in an electronic 
document. 

18. The method of claim 16, further comprising inferring the relationship from a pre-existing 
second relationship. 

19. The method of claim 15, wherein providing documentation further comprises establishing 
traceability between a plurality of modeling languages. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the traceability is established by way of a meta-meta 
model. 

21. The method of claim 15, wherein providing documentation further comprises transforming a 
blueprint model between two modeling tools, two development tools, or a modeling tool and a 
development tool. 

22. The method of claim 15, further comprising associating a requirement to a different element 
within a range of models in the blueprint. 

23. The method of claim 15, wherein the information is arranged in an artifact, and wherein 
providing documentation further comprises enabling an association between an unstructured 
artifact and a structured artifact based on the traceable relationship. . 

24. The method of claim 15, wherein the relationship is between a plurality of unstructured data, 
thereby enabling traceability between the plurality of unstructured data 

25. A computer-readable medium encoded with computer-executable instructions to perform 
acts comprising: 
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providing a plurality of blueprints, each of said plurality of blueprints comprising first 
information that relates to a particular field; 

receiving a selection of one of said blueprints, said blueprint being selected based on a 
first field in which an enterprise operates; 

recording second information related to a selection of one or more functional components 
based on said blueprint, said second information being based on user input and said first 
information; and 

recording documentation within one of the functional components, wherein the 
documentation specifies a traceable relationship between the one or more functional 
components. 

26. A computer-readable medium encoded with information comprising: 

a plurality of blueprints, each of said plurality of blueprints comprising artifacts that 
relate to a software-based solution to a problem in a given business, the artifacts comprising: 
a vision and operations model for said given business; 
a process model for said given business; 
a functional model for said given business; 
an infrastructure model for said given business; and 
relationship information linking a first artifact to a second artifact. 



